The Georgia Consortium for Personal Financial Literacy

Summary of Activities for 2004

Teacher Training:  
The Consortium was active in ongoing efforts to support financial literacy education through presentations and workshops to teachers and instructors.  One of our most successful trainings was the training of over 175 teachers during and following the GACTE meeting in Atlanta.  “Do You Have The Right Ingredients?” educated instructors on different aspects of their own personal finances.  We were able to have some of the sessions embedded into the conference itself while continuing with the Post-conference on the last day.  The reviews were terrific for each of the presenters.

Additional teacher training took place in Columbus, Atlanta and Savannah through the Investor Protection Trust.  Each of theses sessions were 3 hours in length and preceded the Money Counts Seminars conducted by the Secretary of State. We were able to go back to Columbus for some follow-up education and assessment, which proved to be very advantageous.

Georgia Statistics:

The JumpStart Coalition was able to get Georgia specific data to measure the financial literacy of Georgia’s teens. While we were ahead of the national average, we still received a failing grade and have a great deal of work cut out for us.

Morning Educational Sessions

March 2004:
Overview of IDA programs. Presented by the United Way

April 2004:  
Overview of Financial Literacy as seen through the survey results of the Secretary of State’s Investor Education Survey and the Jumpstart Survey for Georgia. Presented by Assistant Secretary of State, Laura Meadows and Bill Cheeks, Regional Director for JumpStart.

September 2004:
Overview of Consumer Affairs in Georgia and issues including Identity Theft.  Presenter was Joe Doyle, Administrator of the Governor’s Office of Consumer Affairs.

October 2004:
Overview of HUD and Housing issues dealing with Predatory Lending practices.

Georgia Saves:

Committee and morning meetings were dedicated to working on the Georgia Saves week activities.  We presented workshops, exhibits and presentations throughout the Atlanta area working with faith based, large and medium employers as well as community events.  We raised an incredible amount of awareness and recruited many more volunteers and enrolled hundreds of savers.

Georgia Youth Saves:

Georgia was chosen as the pilot for the youth program of America Saves.  We worked with youth organizations across Georgia to help bring the savings message to our young Georgians.  Georgia Youth Saves was taken on as the state project for both FBLA and FCCLA.  Together these groups along with GCEE, GA PTA and 4H we were able to enroll thousands of students and take the message to over 15 thousand kids.

Consortium Annual Meeting

Attracted over 120 people concerned about the issue of financial literacy.  Laura Meadows of the Secretary of State’s Office, Laura Levine, Executive Director of JumpStart and Dan Ianniocola of the US Treasury Department gave a thought provoking presentation of what makes a successful financial education program and where are the needs and how are they being addressed.

