The Georgia Consortium for Personal Financial Literacy

Summary of Activities for 2005

Teacher Training

Through the funding of the Investor Protection Trust, the Consortium was able to dramatically increase its outreach to Georgia teachers.  The teacher training effort consists of several different avenues of training in personal finance basics to equip instructors with the skills to feel comfortable with their own personal finance issues.  This confidence is needed to ensure that they are instructing and preparing their students with sound financial principles.

There was a total of 24 hours of training presented to teachers throughout the state. The topics included information on the Teacher Retirement System, Basics of Investing, Understanding Credit, Teacher’s State Health Benefit Plan, Knowing Your Money Personality and Financial Literacy for Teens- The Real Factor. There were a total of 811 teachers that attended these sessions.  

The majority of these sessions were presented as part of existing teacher conferences. Teacher training also took place in Griffin, LaGrange and Statesboro.  Each of theses sessions were two to two and a half hours in length and preceded the Money Counts Seminars conducted by the Office of the Secretary of State.  

Morning Educational Sessions

 DATE


SUBJECT

PRESENTER

  LOCATION

	February 24, 2005
	FACT Act
	Robin Holland, VP Equifax
	Equifax

	March 31, 2005
	2005 Grading the States
	Professor Katherine Willoughby
	Andrew Young School - GSU

	April 28,2005
	Legislative Review Mortgage Fraud
	Leslie Bechtel,

GA Dept. of Banking and Finance
	Equifax

	August 25, 2005
	Identity Theft
	Glenda Freeman, FDIC
	Equifax

	September 29, 2005
	Bankruptcy Trends Overview of Bankruptcy Bill
	Honorable Chief Judge Joyce Bihary,

U.S. Bankruptcy Court
	Federal Reserve Bank

	October 27, 2005
	Credit Scoring
	John Ulzheimer, The Ulzheimer Group
	Georgia Dept. of Community Affairs


Georgia Youth Saves:

In the fall of 2004, Georgia was chosen as the pilot for the youth program of America Saves.  Through May of 2005, we continued working with youth organizations across Georgia to help bring the savings message to our young Georgians.  Georgia Youth Saves was taken on as the state project for both FBLA and FCCLA.  Together these groups along with GCEE, GA PTA and 4H we were able to enroll thousands of students and take the message to over 15 thousand kids.  The winning project from both FCCLA and FBLA were asked to travel to Washington to present to the America Saves national forum. FBLA and FCCLA decided to keep Georgia Youth Saves as one of their projects for the 2005-2006 academic year. In addition, both groups have plans to launch Youth Saves programs in selected states across the country.  These programs will be based on the Georgia Youth Saves model that was created in academic year 2004-2005.

From April 2005 – August 2005 the Consortium worked with business education and family and consumer science officials along with the Financial Planners Association of Georgia to brainstorm ways in which we could help Georgia Youth Saves teachers educate their students on more in depth financial issues.  The FPA of Georgia decided to dedicate their efforts to teachers and students by having their planners volunteer to come and present in classrooms.  Specific emphasis was in October during the Financial Planning Week.   

General Outreach:

In addition to our morning sessions, the Georgia Consortium for Personal Financial Literacy made a presentation on “Understanding Credit” to 117 State Farm employees during a Lunch and Learn.

In October, the Consortium made a presentation on Identity Theft to the Retired Doctors of the Medical Association of Atlanta.  We are hopeful to set up additional sessions in 2006.

